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INQUIRY QUESTIONS
What makes a great inquiry question?

Useful: The answer will greatly contribute to the complete research project 

Complex: The answer will lead to new questions and further research, in other 
words, it’s not obvious what you’ll find.

Likely Success: The question is something you are able to research 

Fun: The question sparks your interest and enthusiasm 

Learning: Researching the question will lead to increased knowledge and 
experience

Doable: You have access to resources needed to investigate the question
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ABSTRACT  + THESIS
What is an abstract?

Summary of your entire research project, usually one paragraph in length. 

The abstract must be able to stand on its own and may include your thesis statement. 

Why is your work important? 

Why do we care? State your motivation for doing the research or question 
you’re answering.

How did you research? State methods or approaches to answering your 
question.

What did you learn (what will we learn)? State your results / findings.

What does it mean? What are the larger implications? What are your 
conclusions?

Be powerful. Avoid the use of “I” or “we” and passive verbs.



ABSTRACT  + THESIS
What is a thesis statement?

Where the abstract is objective, the thesis is more subjective. It can be just one 
sentence that describes what your research is and what you think you’ll find. 
Think of it as a quick, but specific and interesting roadmap. The thesis states 
your personal claim about your research subject, which you then must back-up.



ABSTRACT  + THESIS
Thesis statement example (from writingcenter.unc.edu)

Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn is a great American novel.

In Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain develops a contrast between life on the river 
and life on the shore.

Through its contrasting river and shore scenes, Twain's Huckleberry Finn 
suggests that to find the true expression of American democratic ideals, one 
must leave "civilized" society and go back to nature.



ABSTRACT  + THESIS
Thesis statement example #2 (from scribendi.com)

John Roche and Charles Beard had different views of the U.S. Constitution 
because they had different backgrounds. 

The polar backgrounds of John Roche and Charles Beard serve to form their 
quite distinct views of the U.S. Constitution. An analysis of their arguments 
shows Roche to be a dedicated and intelligent reformer, whereas Beard portrays 
a calculating desire to undermine America's poor. 
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